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The Coope‘rativé Way.

By Cheddi B. Jagan, B.Sc., D.D.S.

Our past has been dominated to a great

extent by a philosophy of individualism and”

greed. More and more we are beginning to
realize that’ this acquisitiveness for personal

gaint has to be supplanted by cooperation for
mutual gain. -

Technoerats tell usthat with an adequate
labour supply—a few hours per day per in-
dividual-—using the most modern technological
methods at our disposal, we can greatly in-
crease our productive capacity. One has only
to think of the tens of millions of dollars spent
in war mab¥erials during the recent conflict to
realize the heights which production can reach.
If it can be achieved in war time, why not in
peace time? ‘

This heightened production in itself does
not mean an increase in the standard ‘of living
of the average individual. That can come
aboiat only when the abundantly wvroduced
goods are justly and adequately distributed.
Looking over the past few decades, we see the
short-comings in the process of distribution in
the capitalist countries. Wealth is becoming
more concen*rated in the hands of a fewer

number of pe sons. Even in Denmark, one of
the most social-minded and progressive of capi-
talist countries, in 1937:  “0.4 per cent of peo-
ple owned one fourth of "the property, 1.4 per
cent ow ed the next fourth, 4 per cent the
third fourth, leaving only the last fourtn to be
owned by 96 per cent of the people” A
similar situation more or less exists in most
capitalist countries. Siuch a situation cannot

be said to be conducive to the well-being, *
-happiness and increased ‘standard of living of

all the people.

In the light of these facts; let us take a look
at British Guiana. Qur standard of living
must be neces:arily low because firstly, our
productive canacity is restricted either by
antiquated methods of production or by the
production of only raw materials; and
seco1dly, because distribution is*so enstituted
that the average worker-consumer has to pay
large profits to a whle series ¢f middle-men.
Not until we embark. on ‘a well planned
collective industrial economy can we get * out
of the rut.”  This of course pre-supposes
control of government, machinery of the
people, by the people and for the people.

Let us take hauxite for example. 'Had
British Guiana“ been independent and further
had it bee1 federated to, Dutch- Guiana, we
could easily have become a productive center for
finished aluminum and its' products.. = That
industry al:ne could hive giverradequate em-
ployment to Guianese and materially raised the
standard of living. Ins e:d, our government is
merely content in allowing the Canadians to
scratch the surface of the earth with a handful
of Guianese labour.

It therefore behoves the work‘ing class
people to get control of government through
their constitutiona' ballots in our forthcoming

-elections, with a- view towards complete inde-

pendence. A free and independent Guiana can
easily cooperate and eventually federate with
her Latin neighbours, especially contiguous
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industrial ‘and agricultural economy . that"
anachronistic boundaries made between various
small countries hundreds of years ago are more
a hinderance and a cause of friction.

. What are we to do durmg this period of
evolution to mdependence ?7  This according
to the British-view would come “ in due course
of time "/—maybe another 50 or 100 years, if
we do not tire of its gradualism. We have to
ad t the phllosophy of "the, ‘coopera‘ive

iddle Way ‘However, let.it - be pomted
out at once tha.t this cooperative expenment
largely tried in the Scandinavian - countries, 1s
only a palliative and has mfany ' shortcomings.
Existiflg as it does within , the framework of
capi alism, it falls prey to capxtahstlc ills—the
fundamental rogts of insecurity, unemployment

‘,sulcxdal competition, and waf. . -

" The fortnatiots of cooperatwes, ‘therefore,
becomes 1mpet-at1ve for “this “transition period
of our deyelopment.. Cooperative credit-banks -
or umohs FoUNT) sﬂy be organized.” Should our:
savings| edeposxbed i the{lafge baﬂk~ bring<::
ing . us‘d’small ;140 2Y.: intererest:? . These

. large banks: inv&t our: accunmlated sawngs in "
large sums i other countries. ~Our: sav-
ings:can{bepgoled jn’a cooperative bank' to,

r crec‘ht &orot eh c00perat;ve‘ entures

», :v"-‘r&

' waber supply and
{ ¢ plants,»¢snails,
until su ,,tlme as he cuts by hand
and. % masheﬁf ,;by Xe *‘ml;etug assume . that
_ ten prouucersj 1aVing. oontxguous  plotsof ,jand
,formed a.cooperative.isInstead. of te'l ,
going through all'the trouble of -
“ soaking " one bag"of adi"e
can be detailed t>'do that one: partlcula job.
Instead of having ‘ten children ‘absent from
school to * bail ** ten individual seedling beds
and keep away birds, one person can take care
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One finds in these days of planned\
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of one orgamzed nlot A group. of producers
thus orgamzed will also be.in'a better position
to buy or re~t tractors, threshérs, ploughs ete.,
thereby riddirg themselves of the obsolete way
of doing everything by hand and poxea. Oaly
in this manner can there be achieved a greater
productive ca~acity wi han, eve ntaal increase
‘Inthestandard of hvmg -

Workers must also orgamze themselves in
consumers’ coopératives. =~ Membership in a
consumer cooperatxve, is at the same time an
education . in.~business. and democtacy—a
member will" have one vote regardless of the
capital invested.. . Members" will . realise the
mark-up or: margm of profits, which a whole
series of middle-nten extract *from: consumers.
Workers will begin to see. themselves at the
same time as .consumers. and” producers, and
will look upon ar whole series of goods-changers
as -mere -parasites--uporn-society. - They will
not sell tothemselves.goods of - relatively ‘use-
less. value—-tnnkets“ 'and ‘other ‘eye-catching
gadgets —or. - goods" L of: rmful ‘value—most

patent medicines, -quack femedies) adulterated
foods, ete: whxoh ,goods-qhangers rwill - sell- as
long as there is a profit t0~be gained. Consum-
“ers -in- fact - ¢éan~thus- becomethé - masters of
production’ and ‘thereby- have ‘produced only

goods of de,ﬁmbe ht1~hty val

ue.\

In'the li htxa
re-polds,that;‘h ‘t‘.a 10¢
 phy of gredd Jandsdcqiis
ooopera s Nrith his féllow.men for't

gain.” MAnd zﬁna'll

Zito tquote *Pro
\Laskl “Man ‘must’

ave Tevolution™ 4by‘ consent

<oty co»operatxon) O, he w111 have' revolutxon

by force. i

A THQUG_HT ON SILENCE
BY G. R. BANNERJEE

«« Silenice is more than what we term it.
If pursued. rizes to abysmal height. - .
But deteriorates when avoided. *’
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